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Abstract: The Prophet tradition, which explains on how to purify a
vessel licked by a dog, has a different editorial (text) and substance
(content). This difference gives the impression that the Prophet is
showing inconsistencies in giving teaching to his companions, which
results in confusion for the next generation in understanding the
hadith. To examine the truth of the hadith, the researcher aims at
locating two standard methods in the study of the hadith that are to
examines the chains (sanad) and content (matn). By these two
methods, the wvalidity of the hadith can be considered for its
authenticity. Besides, scientific evidence by examining the saliva
content of dogs could be an alternative way to prove the truth of the
hadith. It argues that the truth of the various hadith is in line with that
of scientific research. The saliva of a pet can be cleaned by seven
times of water rinse. While seven rinses of water can clean the saliva
of wild dogs, and one of them should be mixed with soil.

Keywords: prophet tradition, dog’s saliva, authenticity, scientific
proof.

Abstrak: Tradisi Nabi yang menjelaskan tentang cara memurnikan
bejana yang dijilat anjing memiliki suntingan teks dan konten yang
berbeda. Perbedaan ini memberi kesan bahwa Nabi tidak cukup
konsisten dalam memberikan pengajaran kepada para sahabat yang
berimbas pada kebingungan bagi generasi berikutnya dalam
memahami hadith. Untuk memeriksa kebenaran isi hadith, peneliti
menggunakan dua standar metodologi analisa hadith yaitu memeriksa
keaslian rangkaian sanad dan matan. Dengan dua metode ini, validitas
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dari hadith dapat dipertanggungjawabkan. Selain itu, bukt ilmiah
dengan memeriksa kandungan air liur atau air liur anjing adalah cara
alternatif untuk membuktikan kebenaran isi dari hadith itu sendiri.
Dengan cara ini dapat ditemukan bahwa kebenaran hadith sesuai
dengan fakta-fakta yang ditemukan secara ilmiah. Air liur hewan
peliharaan dapat dibersihkan dengan tujuh kali pembilasan dengan air.
Sementara air liur anjing liar dapat dibersihkan dengan tujuh kali
pembilasan yang salah satunya dicampur dengan tanah.

Kata kunci: hadis nabi, liur anjing, otentisitas, bukti ilmiah.

Introduction

Islam has regulated human life problems, which considered as
being small or trivial matters. Such regulation does not mean as a
burden for Muslims. Further, the rules have nothing but to provide
safety guidance for humans in general and Muslims in particular. One
of the rules concerned in Islam is on cleanliness. Islam has regulated
cleanliness with sacred terms. Cleanliness is not only implied as
freeing of dirt and smell; further, it is about a condition that is free
from the elements which reverse sanctity itself. If the dirt appears
only in a visible thing, then the sacred is not only on what appears on
the surface but also the essence of the object that it must be sterile. In
this case, God gives appreciation by expressing His love for the
servants who always maintain purity. In QS. al-Baqarah [2]: 222, God
states Inn Allah yuhibb al-tawwabin wa yuhibb al-mutatabbirin (In fact,
Allah loves those who repent and love those who always purify).
Through His word, God is not only regulating how to purify based on
the Qur’an, but also through His Prophet, Muhammad.

The Prophet has also provided a more detailed explanation of the
issue of purification compared to the Qur’an. However, problems
that are not explained in the Qut’an and only explained in the hadith
do not mean reducing the legality of practicing the rules of Islam.
That is because the rules initiated by the Prophet is equal to the rules
that were ordained by God in the Quran.' Carrying out the
commands of the Qur’an is similar to the obligation performed based
on the hadith.

! Information about the equality of the Qur’an with many hadiths is stated in the

Qur’an. Among them are in the Qur'an surah Ali ‘Imran (3): 31-32, al-Nur (24): 54
and so forth.
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Related to the issue of dog’s lick, the Prophet has given a
different attitude, particularly on objects that are often used by
someone. Dog’s licking against a vessel has a special attitude in
cleaning, which is compared to the other licks of animals. In the
hadith collection of al-Tirmidhi, the Prophet ordered a vessel that is
licked by a cat to rinse it once. It does not happen with the lick of a
dog in which the prophet provides various explanations in purifying
1t.

There are five different ways to clean vessels that are attached to
the lick of the dog. First, to clean the vessel seven times of washed by
water. Second, to clean the vessel seven times washed by water and at
the first wash, the water should be mixed with soil. Third, clean the
object seven times with the laundry, and the last should be mixed
with soil. Fourth, wash the object seven times and cover the eight
washed with soil. Fifth, clean the object seven times, one of which is
mixed with soil.

The five different ways provided by the Prophet in cleaning dog
licks, at a glance, give the impression that the Prophet is not
consistent in providing the teaching of purifying the dog lick. The
inconsistency of the teachings will surely raise doubts about the truth
of the teachings. This study is an attempt to analyze the five traditions
on the cleaning of the dog’s licks by confirming to a scientific study
on the substance of a dog’s saliva.

In this way, the truth of the hadith, which explains how to clean
the dog’s lick, will be answered by the scientific evidence on the
content of the saliva of the dog. Also, scientific evidence on the dog’s
saliva could justify the methodology that proclaims the truth of the
hadith that comes from the Prophet. Thus, the truth of the content of
the hadith could be proven by the facts of the dog’s saliva, as well as
the methodology that preached the hadith of the Prophet that will
strengthen each other in attempting to the truth of the hadith.

The Variant of the Hadiths on the Licking Dogs

Dogs are animals that have many benefits in human life. Dogs
are one the animal that has intelligence so that they are used to help
human works. For example, dogs are maintained as guardians of
houses or gardens, hunting dogs, or in modern times dogs are used to
track down criminals. In addition, dogs are preserved animals, so that
many people are eager to have these animals as pets and friends in the
house. However, for someone who is Muslim, raising a dog is a
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decision that requires particular considerations. Because, Islam
categorizes the type of a matter contaminated by dogs as a smudge of
mughallazah? which is dirt that should be treated and purified in
certain ways.

This section is a presentation of the prophet traditions which
explain how to purify something (in the hadith called vessel), which is
subjected to the lick of dog. The hadith on this issue, in the nine
books of hadith have five variants.> The five forms of hadith are not
only different in editorial form, but also in its substance. Tracking
these hadiths on the licking dogs use the hadith dictionary by A.]
Wensinck with the words Jw& and <9315 By tracing the word, it is

found that there are five variants of hadith related to the substance
(content) and several editors (texts) of hadith. In this writing, there
are only five variants of the hadith that are mentioned, and there are
no differences in the editorial text. Differences in editorial content in
each of the different meanings are only briefly explained.

2In Islamic law, the smudges are divided into three: The first is mughallagah, which is
classified as heaviest unclean so that it needs some ways to purify it. The second,
mukhaffafah, which is classified as a lightest unclean such as the urine of the baby
who has not consumed anything but only a breast milk. The third, Mutawasitah,
which is the unclean whose cleansing must remove the color, smell and taste caused
by the unclean object. See, Muhammad b. Abi al-‘Abbas al-Ramli, Nibayat al-Mupta
il Sharh al-Minhg, Juz 1 (Bairat: Dar al-Fikr, 1984), 251.

3The nine books of the hadith are Kitab Sapil) al-Bukhari by Imam Muhammad b.
Isma‘l al-Bukhati (196-256 H/810-870 M), Kitab Sahih Muslim by Imam Abu al-
Husayn Muslim b. al-Hajjaj al-Qushayti al-Naysabusi (204-261 H/821-875 M), Kitab
Sunan Abi Dawnd by Imam Abu Dawud Sulayman b. al-Ash‘ath al-Sijistani (202-275
H/817-888 M), Kitab Sunan al-Tirmidhi by Imam Muhammad b. ‘Isa b. Saurah b.
Musa b. al-Dahhak al-Tirmidhi (209-279 H/824-892 M), Kitab Sunan al-Nasa’i by
Imam Abu ‘Abd al-Rahman Ahmad b. Shu‘ayb b. ‘Ali al-Nasa’l (215-303 H/829-
915 M), Kitab Sunan Ibn Majah by Imam Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. Yazid al-
Quzwayni (207-275 H/824-887 M), Kitab Sunan al-Darimi by ‘Abd Allah b. ‘Abd al-
Rahman b. al-Fadl al-Darimi (181-255 H/797-869 M), Kitab Musnad Abmad b.
Hanba! by Tmam Ahmad b. Hanbal (164-241 H/780-855 M), dan Kitab al-Muwatta’
i Imam al-Mali% by Tmam Malik b. Anas b. Malik (93-179 H/714-800 M).

4A.J. Wensinck, A+Mujam al-Mufabras li Alfag al-Hadith al-Nabawi, Juz 4 (Leiden: E.
J. Brill, 1962), 499.

SA.J. Wensick, Miftah) Kunuz al-Sunnah, tetj. Muhammad Fu’ad ‘Abd al-Bagi (Kairo:
Dar al-Hadith, 2000), 469.
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There are five different ways to clean vessels that are coming
from the lick of a dog. First, clean the vessel seven times of washed
by water. Second, clean the vessel seven times washed by water, and
at the first wash, the water should be mixed with soil. Third, clean the
object seven times with the laundry, and the last should be mixed
with soil. Fourth, wash the object seven times and cover the eight
washed with soil. Fifth, clean the object seven times, one of which is
mixed with soil.

a. Hadith on Purifying the Licking of Dogs Seven Times by Water

In the popular nine books of hadith collection, it was found eight
hadiths on purifying dog licks seven times, which have three different
forms (texts). First, the editors of the hadith with the phrase idha
shariba. Second, the form with the phrase idha walagha. Third, using the
sentence fubur ina’i ahadifum. The three editors detected in the nine
books of the hadith collection, which were allegedly close to the true
and sound originated from the Prophet is a hadith with the following
editors:

SRR RN T o 0 B3 108 ok G M Bl
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jﬁé&w PS.\?\;\;\@;JQ\

Has narrated to us Muhammad b. Yahya, he said he had
narrated to us Ibn Abi Maryam, he said he had told us ‘Abd
Allah b. ‘Umar, from Nafi, from Ibn ‘Umar who said:
Rasulullah said, if a dog licks your vessel, wash it seven times.

b. The Hadith on Purifying the Licking Dog with the Ground Mix at
the Beginning of Wash
The hadith, which explains how to purify dog licks with a
mixtute of land, is also quoted from nine books of hadith collection.
It is found there are four hadith which the form redaction is different
from one another. One hadith uses the sentence fubhurina ‘igama, while
the form of other traditions do not use the phrase. After conducting

¢Muhammad b. Yazid al-Quzwini, Sunan Ibn Majah, Juz 1 (t.t: Dar Thya’ al-Kutub al-
‘Arabiyah, t.th), 130. The hadith described is found in Sahih al-Bukbari which
contains one hadith, two hadiths in Sahzh Musiim, one hadith in Swunan al-Nasa',
three hadith in Swunan Ibn Majah and one of them in Muwatta’ Imam Malik.
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the study, the form which was allegedly close to the true and original
to the Prophet is the form which does not use the sentence, it is the
hadith natrated by al-Nasa’i:

.
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Has reported to us Ishaq b. Ibrahim, has told us Mu‘adh b.
Hisham, he said that my father had told me, from Qatadah,
from Khilas, from Abi Rafi‘, from Abi Hurayrah; indeed the
Messenger of Allah. Said: if a dog licks your vessel, wash it
seven times, and mix with the ground in the first washing.

c. The Hadith on Purifying the Licking the Dog with a Land Mix on
the Seventh Washed
The hadith that explains this method is only mentioned in Sunan
Abi Dawnd:
e G5 MmO césué Bl Sul Bls (el G g Wis
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Has narrated to us Musa b. Ismafl, has told us Aban, has told

us Qatadah, actually Muhammad b. Sirin told Qatadah, from

Abi Hurairah; in fact, the Prophet said: when a dog licks a

vessel, wash it seven times, the seventh washed should be
mixed with the ground.

This hadith according to al-Albani considered as shadh (poot) in

the word alsabi‘ah, the most rajih is al-ula bi al-twrab (in the first

washed mixed with dust). If the assessment carried out by al-Albani

/

"Ahmad b. Shu‘ayb al-Nasai, Kitab al-Sunan al-Kubra, Juz 1 (Hilb: Maktab al-
Matbu‘at al-Islamiyah, 1986), 177. The number of the hadiths that explain how to
purify dog licks in this way are four. One hadith is found in Sapzh Muslim, two
hadith in Sunan al-Nasa'7 and one of them in the Musnad Imam Apmad b. Hanbal.
8Abu Dawud Sulayman b. al-Ash‘ath b. Ishaq al-Sijistani, Sunan Abi Dawnd (Beirut:
al-Maktabah al-Tstiyah, t.th), 19.

Information about al-Albani’s statement is obtained in the digital book a/-Maktabalh
al-Shamilab.
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is true, then naturally this hadith cannot be used as an argument. In
this case, the hadith, which states the soil mixture is placed in the first
washed, has a more acceptable quantity and quality of transmission.

d. The Hadith on Purifying the Licking of Dogs Seven Times and the
Eighth with the Mix of Soil
Tracking in nine books of hadith collection on putifying dog
licks in this way, it is obtained three hadiths related to it. There were
no editorial form differences in the sentences. There is an editorial
summarization written in Sunan Ibn Majah. Whereas in Sabih Muslin
and Sunan al- Nam_ ’zT are written as follows:
St fos @\fwu»g\u»:wgggis\i;;eﬁi};
Hﬁjwm\ww\ % f/i;)@w S o Blsg e 3
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Has narrated to us ‘Ubayd Allah b. Mu‘adh, my father told us,
told us Shu‘bah, from Abi al-Tayyah, he heard Mutarrif b. ‘Abd
Allah, he tells of Ibn al-Mughaffal who said, Rasulullah ordered
to kill dogs, then he said: What happened between them and
dogs? Then he gave relief to the hunting dogs and goats
(guards) while saying: If a dog licks on a container, you wash it
seven times, and rub it with the ground in the eighth washing.

e. Hadith on Purifying the Licking Dogs with the Soil Mixes in One
of the Seven Washes
The last way to purify dog licks in the hadith is by seven times of
washings, as in the following hadith:

of. 2% PR PO, oo L o .8 oo . 3F s o .
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10Muslim b. al-Hajjaj al-Naysabuti, Sahzh Muslim, Juz 1 (Hilb: Maktab al-Matbu‘at al-
Islamiyah, 1986), 162.
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has narrated to us Sawwar b. ‘Abd Allah al-Anbari, he said that
he had told us al-Mu‘tamir b. Sulayman he said I heard from
Ayyub, from Muhammad b. Sitin, from Abi Hurayrah, from the
Prophet who said: wash a vessel if licked by a dog seven times,
the first or other laundry mixed with the soil. If a cat licks the
vessel, wash it once.

Based on the wvaried traditions in its editorial forms and
substance, then the introduction in the statement that there was an
impression of the inconsistency of the Prophet in giving teachings
seems to be true. So that the hadiths that seemed inconsistent about
how to purify the vessel or whatever was affected by dog licking rise
to the question, whether the Prophet does it provide inconsistent
teaching or it happens as a tfanawwn‘ al-hadith (variation modes of
prophet tradition), which the Prophet say to different people, about
different objects and different events? It will be explained in the
methodology of the hadith science, which proclaims the content of
this hadith, and proves it with scientific research on the content of
dog saliva.

Methods of Understanding in Different Hadiths

Five traditions on how to purify the dog lick seem to be
contradictory. It is not only in the editorial form of the text but also
in its substance (content). The differences in reduction occur in the
units of the hadith, as it has been briefly explained in the first hadith
about washing dog licks with seven washing times. While the
difference in substance (content) appears in the differences in each
hadith content between the first to the fifth.

a. Ensuring the Validity of the Sanad

In reconsidering the logic, the sanad (chain) system has fulfilled
its all requirements automatically impacts the validity of the unsound.
That is, a truly valid sanad that will give to a valid matn (content).
However, the experts still divide the validity of the hadith into four
types according to the consideration of the quality of the sanad as well

U'Muhammad b. ‘Isa b. Saurah, ALJami al-Sahih Sunan al-Tirmidhi, Juz 1 (t.t: 1975,
t.th), 150.
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as its matn:2 1) Hadith that the sanad and the matn are equally valid; 2)
Hadiths which are valid, but are dz%; 3) Hadiths with the meaning of
da'if, the mam is valid; 4) Hadith that the sanad and the matn are both
If the four kinds of considerations of validity applied, then the
state of validity is valid. This has also an effect on al-sahihayn (Sahih al-
Bukbari and Sahilh) Muslin) which contain authentic traditions. Because
the two books contain only the list of traditions that are sound and
valid. However, research in the sanad has an important role in the
study of hadith. If the sanad of the hadith is known da%. Then the
hadith research cannot be continued. Conversely, if the sanad is
considered as valid, the research on the hadith can be continued.
Sanad research is the first step in the study of the hadith. This is
because of sanad has an inseparable relationship with 7atn in terms of
its relation. That is, the existence of matn of the hadith, both in terms
of dynamics and diversity, are related to the state of the sanad.
Therefore, sanad research as a first step is a demand because of the
following considerations:!3
1) The tendency to place the supetiotity of ma hadith by aligning the
degree of superiority of the sanad. For example, the majority of
scholars place the highest degree of validity of the hadith seen
from the takhrj process, which is occupied by a collection of
muttafaq ‘alayh (Sahih) al-Bukhari and Sahih) Muslim). Likewise, a
special award for the hadith supported by sanad al-thulathiyah'* and
silsilat al-dhabab,’s then called as asabh al-asanid.'s

12 M. Syuhudi Ismail, Metodologi Penclitian Hadis Nabi (Jakarta: Bulan Bintang, 2007),
115.

13]n this case, prioritizing criticism refers to the opinion of Hasjim Abbas. However,
the considerations raised by him are not based on the relationship between sanad
and matn. See, Hasjim Abbas, Kritik Matan Hadis; Versi Mubaddisin dan Fugaba
(Yogyakarta: Teras, 2004), 54-57.

4The link that connects the imam of the hadith narrators with the Prophet consists
of three intermediaries (natrators). For example, in the Musnad Imam Apmad b.
Hanbal consists of Ahmad b. Hanbal from Sufyan from ‘Umar.

5Mention of the hadith sanad which of each generation consists of prominent
scholars of hadith. For example, history of al-Shafi, from Malik, from Nafi‘ from
Ibn ‘Umar.

16Regarding asahh al-asanid, the scholars are having different opinions. According to
Imam al-Bukhari is the version which chain is narrated from Malik from Nafi¢ from
Ibn ‘Umar. According to Imam Ahmad and Ishaq is al-Zuhti from Salim from his
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2) Submission of the hadith is dominated by the tradition of oral
narrative (shafabiyah/bi al-hif7), at least up to the generation of
tabi‘in. In this way, there is very little narration of the hadith in
writing.!” To trace the history with this kind of tradition, a pedigree
of the teacher is needed in the process of learning the hadith as a
historical determinant of the data. By tracking the pedigree of the
teacher, it is easy to find the location of changes in the traditions
of hadith in a narration.

3) The formal process of the hadith codification takes a long time.
The process involves many people with collection patterns, various
selection, and systematic methods. Every hadith coder (mukbarri
al-hadith) agreed to place the sanad as an introduction to mention
matn. Thus, this can be used as capital to research the traditions of
hadith, which are allegedly experiencing ambiguity.

4) Dispensation of adaptation or transmission of meaning (riwayah bi
al-ma‘na) and some narrators who have /fy narrative discipline
(riwayah bi al-lafy). These two things are, of course, very much
related to the integrity and capability of the narrators. Therefore,
the test of the quality of the traditions of the hadith is determined
by integrity and capability level and its tendency to narrate the
hadith. Is he a narrator who conveys meaningfully or, having
discipline in natrating hadith in a lafad manner?

Of the four considerations, the test of the quality of validity of

the sanad takes precedence in a hadith study. It is unacceptable for a

Muslim tradition to be reported by one of the narrators who did not

pass his validity test. Except, there is another path that consists of

authentic quality narrators, in terms of hadith science referred to as

;8

tawabi” ot shawahid.” The assessment used to measure the capabilities

father. According to ‘Al b. al-Madini and al-Falas is Muhammad b. Sitin of
‘Ubaydah of ‘Ali. See, Ahmad Muhammad Shakit, A/-Ba'ith al-Hathith Sharh Ikbtisar
Ulnm al-Hadith Ii al-Hafiz Ibn Kathir, Juz 1 (Riyad: Maktabah al-Ma‘arif, 1996), 101.
17Although the search for history proves that the natration of the hadith in writing
was done from the time of the Companions, because some of them wrote the
hadith when the prophet delivered his words. However, it cannot be denied for the
history reports that the narration of hadith is mostly transmitted verbally (by
memotization).

18T awabi* is another path that narrates the similar hadith. His position is a witness
for the natrator of the same level in his generation.
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and integrity of the hadith natrators is to use % al-jar) wa al-ta‘dil. By

this knowledge, it will be known the value obtained in every narrator

of the hadith, so that it can be determined through the narration of
which the hadith is approaching true that it is from the Prophet.

b. Gather and compare the Hadiths that have one Meaning

The variety of editors contained in the first hadith, for example,
shows that the narratives performed are meaningful. Among the
various editors, it is possible to have original editors from the
Prophet. To write the correct text from the Prophet, it is by gathering
the hadith, which means then comparing the editorial and tracking the
quality of the narration.

In the rules of validity, the quality of the hadith is changed
because there are %/ah and syadh. Of the two reasons, the method of
comparing is used to identify traditions that contain %/ah elements. As
has become an understanding and the elements contained in it, can be
sorted and selected by comparison.

For example, a/-ziyadah, which is one of the elements in %/ah.
There is no other way except to make a comparison between the
editors of the hadith. Next to find out where the original hadith and
those who expetience a/-Ziyadah need to do the following steps;

1) Determine the hadith narrated in /lafy (riwayat bi al-lafy), by
detecting the natrators who tend to narrate the hadith in a /afz.

2) Determine the hadith narrated with written data and
memorization, by detecting the narrators who tend to convey the
hadith in this way.

3) Determine traditions that have similarities from a number of sanad
lines.

4) Determine the hadith narrated by the narrator than more #higah.

5) Determine the hadith narrated by natrrators who are experts in
their fields.

These steps apply to all the elements of %/ah contained in a matn

hadith.

In the view of scholars, there are differences of opinion
regarding the ability of meaningful transmission and some skill in
involving several elements of %/ah in the editions of the matn hadith.

YShawahid is another path which narrates the same hadith and its position is at the
level of friends.
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Apart from these opinions, this effort aims to find the true authentic
traditions of the Prophet. Regarding the acceptance and non-
acceptance, back to the arguments that were built by each opinion.

c. Gathering and Contrasting the Hadith that have Similar Topic

If the comparison technique is an attempt to detect the
authenticity of hadith texts sourced from the Prophet, then
contrasting it is an attempt to detect the truth of the content of a
hadith. Collecting and contrasting is the second step after establishing
the editorial form, which was allegedly original from the Prophet.
When comparing is only to hadiths that have different editors, then
contrasting is to collect hadiths that have different substances. In this
case, the contrasting technique is to collect the whole tradition about
how to purify the dog’s licks.

Word and attitude of the Prophet are heard and witnessed by
various people and people who have different backgrounds and
various kinds. These differences and dynamics, of course, have their
perspective. Moreovert, the transmission of hadiths from the first level
to the next generation to codification, there is a transmission with
memorizing and the acquisition of meaningful transmission;? so it is
reasonable to find different recordings and even contradictions in the
hadith of the Prophet both with the Qut’an and with other traditions.

Therefore, gathering hadiths that are similar and which have
similarities to the topic becomes an alternative to find the diversity of
hadiths that discuss certain topics. Not only the hadith but also the
verses of the Qur’an have a correlation with the hadiths. The
collection of the hadiths and verses of the Qur’an that were collected
were studied in depth to find any contradictions.

The historical fact of the hadith which is cleatly found in the
impression of contradiction, both with the Qur’an and with other
traditions, whose solution must be opposed, so there is no other way
except to include it in the concept of shadh (poor). In accordance with
the definition of shadh which has been formulated by experts, the
concept of shadh is a rule that accommodates the differences
contained in the hadith and the way to desctibe each other. From this

2Tn this case, the dynamic editotial form of the hadith and the occurrence of
conflict could be from the fact that the Prophet said to different people, objects,
conditions and situations. An explanation of this will be discussed in the
implications of the rules of validity at the end.
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way, the opportunity finds out how the position of each hadith or
verse of the Qur’an that seems contradictory can be understood.

Regarding the steps that must be taken is as follows; a) Collecting
hadiths that have the similar theme with treated to the fakhrj from
standard hadith books; b) Gather verses of the Qut’an that relate to
the theme of the hadith; ¢) Ensuring the validity of the narrators of
the hadith; d) Ensuring the similarity of the themes between hadith
and verses of the Qur’an, then contradictions were carried out; e)
Knowing the narrators of the hadith, from the level of friends
(sahabah) to muallif al-hadith with the aim of knowing who has the most
competitive in the fields discussed in the hadith; f) Conclude the
results of the conflict.

With these steps, the hadiths that appear to be contradictory will
immediately be known for each of these traditions. The next stage is
to map each hadith to determine the purpose of the message of the
Prophet through this statement. The way to express is to use
intertextual, namely, looking for an explanation by linking one hadith
that has relevance to the seemingly contradictory hadith.

d. Understanding Intertextually the Hadith on Licking Dogs

In the narration, the traditions on how to purify a dog’s lick are
done by getting a good quality assessment. Each of these traditions
can be accepted and used as arguments. However, it seems that there
is still ambiguity regarding the hadith, which desctibes how to purify
the licked vessel of a dog. Will the Hadith of the Prophet, who is not
the same in explaining how to purify the dog lick is a form of
inconsistency in the attitude of the Prophet, which impacts on Islamic
law?

Indeed, different editorial forms differ between the narrations
narrated by Abu Hurayrah and Ibn al-Mughaffal. The hadith rooted
from Abu Hurayrah, the message contained in it, only conveys the
way to purify the vessel that is affected by dog licks. Whereas the
hadith through Ibn al-Mughaffal do not only explained how to purify
it but also conveyed that the Messenger of Allah ordered friends to
kill dogs, except dogs made hunting and guard dogs.

When looking at the hadith is narrated by a companion
(sahabah) of Ibn al-Mughaffal, the question arises, what is the
connection between killing a dog and how to purify a licked vessel of
a dog? Why did the Prophet order to kill dogs on one side but allow
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dogs to hunt and guard dogs? These questions are answered in the
hadith of the Prophet as well, which is in Sajih Muskinm.

The Prophet ever ordered his companion to kill a dog. The
order was responded by the companion to kill a dog whenever they
met him. This phenomenon is reflected in the hadith of the Prophet
as follows:
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Has told us Humayd b. Mas‘adah, has told us Bishr namely Ibn
al-Mufaddal, has told us Isma‘l namely Ibn Umayyah, from
Nafi¢ from ‘Abd Allah he said, Rasulullah ordered that we kill
the dog, then we went all over the city, so we didn't leave a dog,
but we killed him. We killed a dog that always followed his
master; that is, his dog was a Badui woman.

The command to kill the dog is suspected of appearing when
the Angel Gabriel did not seem pleased to enter the house of the
Prophet because there is a dog in it. The report about this is found in
the following hadith:
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2 Al-Naysabuti, Sabzh Muslim, Juz 5, 36.
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el o NS il 8 i sy el 1 ol 5l ol
Narrated to me from Harmalah b. Yahya has told us Ibn Wahb,
has told me Yunus from Ibn Shihab from Ibn al-Sabbaq that
‘Abd Allah bin ‘Abbas said; has preached to me you are well;
that one morning the Messenger of Allah looks silent because
it’'s hard and sad. Maymunah said; Yes, Rasulullah! I'm
surprised to see your attitude this day. What has happened>.
Rasulullah answer: Jibril promised to come to see me tonight, it
turns out he didn’t come. Know, he certainly doesn’t violate my
promise! Thus the Messenger of Allah always looks hard and
sad that day. Then he saw a puppy under our bed; then he sent
out the puppy. Then he took the water and sprinkled the traces
of the dog’s place. When it was evening, Jibril comes to see
him. He said to Gabriel as You promised to come eatly in the
morning. Gabriel answered; Really! But we cannot enter the
house where there are dogs and pictures. In the morning, the
Messenger of Allah ordered that all dogs be killed, until the
garden guard dogs were narrow, but he let the vast guard of the
garden dog.

However, the order to kill the dog is not absolute. The

Prophet counts out the types of dogs and order to destroy certain

dogs

as well. Such information is illustrated in the following hadith:
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Told us Muhammad b. Ahmad b. Abi Khalaf has told us Rawh.
(in another line mentioned) told me Ishaq b. Mansur told us

Rawh b. ‘Ubadah told us Ibn Jurayj had told me Abu al-Zubayr
that he had heatrd Jabir b. ‘Abd Allah said, Rasulullah ordered

22Ibid.
23Ibid.
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us to kill the dog, even the dog belonging to a Badui woman
who always accompanied him we killed too. Then the Prophet
forbid to kill a dog like that, but he said: Kill a black dog with
two white dots on its forehead because that dog is the
incarnation of Satan.

With the information contained in the traditions concerning the
treatment of these dogs, the release of killing every dog is not
necessarily done. The Prophet indicates that certain dogs must be
destroyed. In the last hadith, the dog appointed by the Prophet seems
to be mystical. However, if it is taken as a final definition, dogs that
have certain types of savagery may be one type that must be
destroyed. A mad dog may call this type of dog.

How to purify a vessel that is exposed to licking dogs that have
no similarities in the process may be related to the Prophet’s
command to kill dogs. It means that there are certain types of dogs
that the Prophet ordered to be killed and certain types of dogs to be
left alive. The relationship between the traditions which explain the
killing of the dog by purifying the dog lick, it is very possible that the
process of purifying the vessel depends on the type of dog that licks
it. For certain types of dogs, it could be enough to purify it seven
times, but to lick certain types of dogs must be washed seven times
and even eight times, one of which must be mixed with dust. Even
putting dust in the first and last order is very likely still related to
certain types of dogs too. To be more convincing about this, further
laboratory research is needed.

Scientific Findings of the Role of Soil as a Mixture in Washing
Dog’s Licks

The intertextual approach to get the purpose of each hadith that
is substantially different about how to purify this dog lick is still an
assumption. The purpose of the message of the hadith will be
stronger if it is proven by the fact that the dog’s saliva has a
relationship with the soil element. Does the soil have certain chemical
substances that can neutralize bacteria found in the dog’s saliva?

A dog salivates a lot because it does not have sweat glands. The
function of saliva for dogs is to regulate temperature and reduce body
heat so that dogs produce more saliva. Saliva is fluid in the oral cavity
that is produced and secreted by the salivary gland and is channeled
into the oral cavity through the canal. Saliva consists of 98% water
content, and the rest is electrolytes, mucus, and enzymes.
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Dog’s saliva is dangerous for humans. The Association of Child
Health Doctors in Munich, Germany revealed that dog saliva contains
various germs that cause disease, one of which is the rabies virus. This
virus is found in the dog’s saliva and can enter human internal organs
through an opening system.?* In another article, it is stated that dog
saliva serves as a zoonotic carrier. Namely, rabies or commonly called
mad dog disease is caused by the rabies virus originating from the
genus lyssavirus family rhalido virus; it’s acute and attacks the central
nervous system. Especially when human health conditions or the
immune system are not in good condition.

Dog’s saliva specifically related to the hadith of the Prophet
about the variety of ways to purify this dog lick, it was carried out by
the Faculty of Science and Technology of Alauddin University,
Makassar. Dogs that are the object of research are wild dogs and pet
dogs consisting of six dog breeds. The six dog races are pitbull, cooki,
bolong, Siberian, Scooby, and Bonga races. Of the six dog breeds,
they are further divided into wild and domestic dogs. Pet dog race
groups are pit bulls, Siberians, and Scoobies, while wild dog races are
cooki, bolong and bonga. From this grouping, bacteria are then
classified from each of the dog breeds.

The research results are bacteria that ate found in saliva, or
domestic dog saliva tends to be less dangerous than those of wild
dogs. So that, the cleansing of saliva in wild dogs requires a higher
intensity, than cleaning the saliva of domestic dogs. Cleaning of
vessels exposed to saliva, both domestic and wild, can be lost by
rinsing the vessel by water seven times. Whereas, the involvement of
the soil as a mixture of water in purifying the saliva of dogs can also
eliminate the bacteria in it. By the soil, the bacteria that attach to the
vessel would be soon disappeared.?

The findings of scientific research regarding the content of saliva
of wild and domestic dogs confirmed the words of the Prophet. The

24Suryani, dkk., Sabun Tanah Berbentuk Kertas Ramah Lingkungan sebagai Alternatif
Praktis Penghilang Najis Air Liur Anjing. (Final report PKM-P: Institut Pertanian
Bogor, 2013).

?»Badan Karantina Pertanian, Musnabkan Rabies (Jakarta: Publikasi Karantina
Pertanian, Departemen Pertanian 2007).

2%6Arifuddin Ahmad, Mashuri Masir, and Sjamsiah, Penerapan Teknologi Tepat Guna
terbadap Hadis tentang Jilatan Anjing Makassar: Pusat penelitian dan Penerbitan LP2M
UIN Alauddin, 2018), 35-67.

Z71bid., 127.
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hadiths that are editorially (text) and substance (content) vary, does
not mean simply an inconsistency. The inequality of how to purify
dog licks in the hadith of the Prophet does not mean that it is without
certain intentions. The hadith vatiant that was said by the Prophet
Muhammad is a bright clue in addressing saliva’s dog.

In this case, the instructions contained in the hadith, which are
said more than a thousand years ago, have been proven by scientific
findings. With these findings, it can be stated that a study could
interrelate with other studies, and it can help to prove the authenticity
of the report. The truth of the content of the hadith is justified by the
methodology of hadith that records and conveys information about
the content of the hadith. Furthermore, the truth between the content
and the methodology that proclaims it is scientifically proven by
research through a chemical approach about bacteria contained in the
saliva of dogs, which can be neutralized with soil due to the elements
contained in it.

Conclusion

The hadith of the Prophet, which explained how to purify vessels
that were licked by dogs in the nine books of hadith collection, had
five variants of meanings. First, the hadiths, which explain the licking
of dogs that should be washed by water for seven times. Second, the
hadith, which explains to wash seven times and at first wash, it should
be mixed with the soil. Third, washing seven times by water and at the
seventh, it should be mixed with soil. Fourth, washing the vessel by
water seven times, and at the eight washed, it must be mixed with soil.
The fifth is washing seven times, and one of them should be mixed
with soil.

From those five variants, the hadith, which indicated shadh (poor)
is the third. The rest could mean for a legitimated hadith that could be
used as a legal basis for Islamic law. The diverse variant of the hadith
does not mean that there is an inconsistency of Prophet in conveying
the teaching of Islam. However, each of these hadiths contains clues
for the truth based on the assumption of an intertextual approach
related to the hadith, which explained the case of other dogs. The
assumption of an intertextual approach meets the truth based on the
scientific finding on the existing bacteria inside of the dog’s saliva that
can only be neutralized soon with those teaching promulgated in each
variant of the hadith. The saliva of the wild dogs can be neutralized
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with a mixture of soil, and the saliva of domesticated dogs can be
neutralized only seven washes by water.
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